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Study Guide - Reference Verses

Suffering — Big Picture

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward
man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more

exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are

seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.

Revelation 2:10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and | will give
you the crown of life.

Romans 5:3-5 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that
tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character,
hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured
out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution

James 1:2-4 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing
that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing

Philippians 1:29-30 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to
believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, ** having the same conflict which
you saw in me and now hear is in me.

Matthew 5:10-12 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and
be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted
the prophets who were before you.

John 16:33 These things | have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In
the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, | have overcome the
world.”

Spiritual Battle

2 Corinthians 10:3-4 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to
the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for
pulling down strongholds

Ephesians 6:10-13 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of
His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but

against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of “the darkness of this
age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take
up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.

AGAINST THE FLOW
Two university students painted a mural on the wall outside their dormitory
room. According to USA Today, it showed a school of fish all swimming in the
same direction except for a single fish heading the opposite way.
The one fish was intended to be the age-old symbol for Christ. Printed on the
picture were the words, "Go against the flow."

In obedience to our Master, we must be willing to go against the flow of
society. As we follow Jesus, our motives, values, and habits are bound to be
different from those who are not Christians. That's the way it was in the first

century when the pagans were puzzled and convicted by the lifestyle of

Christians. Peter wrote, "They think it strange that you do not run with them in
the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you" (1Peter 4:4).

When we are marching to the beat of a different drummer, of course we will
be out of step with people around us. This takes conviction, courage, and
courtesy. But by God's enabling grace we can be disturbingly different -- and
effectively different too. -- Vernon C. Grounds (Our Daily Bread, Copyright
RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved)

Some will hate you, some will love you;

Some will flatter, some will slight;

Cease from man and look above you,

Trust in God and do the right.-- Macleod
When we walk with the Lord,
we'll be out of step with the world.
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